
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



CURRENT PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 



The Midrashic Element in Chronicles. By W. E. Barnes; 
The Expositor, December 1896, pp. 426-439. 

The manifest didactic Tendem of the chronicler gives a Midrashic 
character to his narratives. Does this extend to the inclusion of Hag- 
gadah ? There are five conspicuous stories in Second Chronicles, having 
no parallel in Kings, which have been considered Haggadic : (1) Abijah's 
victory over Jeroboam (13: 3-20). The enormous armies, the quota- 
tion from the priest code, the tone of Abijah's speech, tell against the 
narrative. Yet the victory is by no means improbable, and the story 
is circumstantial and self-consistent. (2) Asa's victory (14:9-15). 
This narrative is not difficult to accept if the Cushites be regarded as 
from Arabia, and the million invaders understood as merely an innu- 
merable host. Kings is generally silent on matters concerning Judah 
alone. (3) The invasion of Moab, Ammon, and Edom (chap. 20). The 
vagueness of the military details, and the particularity of the religious 
and liturgical, give to this narrative a Haggadic appearance. Yet an 
unsuccessful migration of these tribes into Judah is not improbable. 
Jehoshaphat's prayer and the coloring of the narrative may belong 
to the chronicler, but there is probably a basis of fact. (4) Uzziah's 
leprosy (26 : 16-20). The law of the altar seems to be of later origin. 
Kings has no reference to any cause of the leprosy, though the 
expression $yy*\ (plagued) may indicate that it was regarded as a judg- 
ment. Eliminating the marks of late style and phraseology, there 
seems to remain a pre-exilic narrative presenting, in general, the same 
account. (5) The repentance of Manasseh (33:12, 13). This nar- 
rative is not necessarily inconsistent with the unqualified condemna- 
tion of Manasseh in Kings. If the repentance came late in life and 
the reformation was only partially and temporarily successful, they 
might easily be omitted by the almost contemporary writer. But the 
chronicler was bound to notice anything good of a Davidic king. 
The phraseology is not necessarily late. 

The discussion of this problem must take into account the narrative 
of Jehoiada's revolution (chap. 23). The prominence of the Levites and 
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the law, the anachronism of the porters, the sanctity of the temple, the 
supereminence of the priest, and the marks of post-exilic style, all ren- 
der the story suspicious. But as there is in this case a parallel in 
Kings, a detailed criticism is possible, and the narrative is seen to be 
essentially historical. The difficulties are due to some minor errors 
and additions of the chronicler. The same is probably true of the 
other narratives. They are based on historical sources, though doubt- 
less they are modified, even in important details, in accordance with 
the Tendenz of the writer. 

The five narratives selected afford a very fair test of the problem under discus- 
sion. The conclusion seems to present the view to which scholarship is tending. The 
writer well shows that the criticism of Chronicles cannot proceed by a simple compar- 
ison with Kings and the wholesale application of the argumentum e silentio. While 
his conclusion concerning the Manasseh narrative may be correct, he has not consid- 
ered the objection of Graf and Wellhausen that the story is introduced as an explana- 
tion of Manasseh's long and prosperous reign. 

Rockford, III. Theo. G. Soares. 



Der Tag des letzten Abendmahls und des Todes Jesu. Von Pro- 
fessor Dr. Belser; Theolog. Quartalschrift, Viertes Quartalheft, 
Tubingen, 1896. 
Both John and the synoptists agree that the last supper was cele- 
brated on a Thursday evening, and that the crucifixion was on a Fri- 
day. The only point in doubt is the day of the month. The author 
of the present article holds that it was the thirteenth, and so that Jesus 
observed the passover one day before the legal time. The fourth gos- 
pel, which is to be regarded as chronologically exact, furnishes the fol- 
lowing data: (1) 18:28. The Jews entered not into the judgment 
hall that they might not be defiled, but might eat the passover. Com- 
parison with the synoptists, specially Luke, shows that we must think 
of the passover proper, and not of the Chagigah. This is confirmed by 
Jewish writings. Moreover, the defilement caused by entering a 
heathen house would have lasted seven days, and not simply till sun- 
down, as some say. (2) 13: 1. It was before the passover that Jesus 
gave the signal proof of his love in washing the disciples' feet, with 
which the supper and the passover were associated. This passage 
leads us to the evening of the thirteenth. (3) 19:14. "Preparation of 
the passover " is not the name of a day of the week, but is the day of 
preparation for the passover. The Jews called the sixth day wapao-Kevri 
tov o-a/J/3oTou because it was the day on which they made ready for the 



